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From the Editor 
Youth "Write-in" 
New Year's Covenant 
Even though this issue will, in most cases, arrive after 
Christmas it did not seem proper to disregard the 
Christmas theme when the issue date was the 25th. So 
Christmas this year will carry over a few days extra for 
the Visitor family. 
The Incarnation is what Christmas is all about — in 
case we forget. The two devotional articles focus on this 
theme. 
Those who look for an editorial in this issue will look 
in vain — unless the editor's devotional article on page 
four will be an acceptable substitute. And it is sort of an 
editorial for the editor feels that there are too many 
Christians who still prefer the illumination of lanterns to 
that of the dawn and read their Bibles that way and 
determine their ethical values from that viewpoint. So I 
suspect that there was some editorializing in the article. 
I have learned of a pastor who is setting aside one mid-
week service a month at which time the focus of study is 
the then current issue of the Visitor. The plan is to allow 
time for comments and observations to be made and 
questions raised concerning articles in the paper. We 
would not claim that it is a substitute for Bible study but 
it may well be an incentive to do as did the Bereans who 
"examined the scriptures" to see if these things were so." 
(If a pastor wishes to try this and needs extra copies of 
the issue write to the editor.) 
The report by the executive secretary of MCC which 
appears on page 16 seemed to be an appropriate word for 
the Christmas season. Understanding, giving and 
forgiving are all crucial to the meaning of the season. 
Church News (Continued) 
The Contemporary Scene 
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church is among the most relevant organizations in areas 
of need. It occurred to me how important our Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ educational institutions are in 
preparing people with the motivation and commitment to 
work in the church. Most of the MCC leadership in Asia 
are people trained in these colleges. 
"I was particularly impressed by the cooperation 
between Christian agencies of many denominations and 
traditions. In Dacca, Bangladesh, for example, the MCC 
staff invited the voluntary agencies in Dacca to a 
reception for Bob and me. One could sense a strong 
identity that we all had as voluntary agencies in the face 
of tremendous need, but this was especially true of the 
church agencies. 
"I came away from my trip with optimism but with 
deep concern to get our churches involved in doing 
more," Snyder concluded. "Because of the great contrast 
between material well-being in North America and in 
Asia, we must ask ourselves if we're doing enough. The 
Bible verse From whom much is given, much is required, 
comes to my mind. How do we use the many gifts God 
has given us?" 
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"As thou hast sent me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world." John 17:18 (N.E.B.) 
God breaking into history, coming to live among men 
— this is the meaning of the Incarnation. The style of His 
coming and His activity while He walked among men are 
to serve as examples for His disciples (so He said in John 
17). In this Nativity season it seems appropriate to reflect 
on the way in which He came, and we should go. 
• 
' 'She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for He will save his people from their sins." Matthew 
1:21 (R.S.V.) 
The Incarnation was a very personal thing. It 
immediately touched the lives of Mary and Joseph, then 
the shepherds . . . continuing to involve more and more 
people throughout Jesus' life, and beyond the cross to us 
today. 
The welfare of the persons around Him marked His 
ministry. No matter how poor, ignored, or despised by 
society, each person who came to Him received 
compassionate and personal attention. Jesus rejected the 
ever-present tendency to stereotype and label people — 
"lazy" beggars, "shiftless" publicans, "radically in-
ferior" Samaritans. Instead, He saw in each the value of 
their personhood. 
Denunciation and rebukes were reserved for the 
religious rulers (the "in" group), but even here, Jesus had 
a concern for the person. Look at His conversations with 
Nicodemus (John 3) and the rich young ruler (Luke 18). 
• 
"He came into his own creation, and his own people 
would not accept him." John 1:11 (Phillips) 
It's really remarkable — the Creator being rejected by 
His creation. Of course, it was a result of man's sinful 
nature, which hasn't changed to this day. Thus Jesus 
prayed to His Father, "I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them, for they are no more sons of 
this world than I am. I am not praying that you will take 
them out of the world but that you will keep them from 
the evil one." (John 17:14-15, Phillips). 
Some of our brethren find the world in 1972 a rather 
hostile environment. Members of the fellowship today 
are witnessing in a country where conversion to Christi-
anity is against the law of the land. Other Brethren in 
Christ chafe under restrictive governmental policies — so 
much so that one national church leader recently spoke 
out against the exploitative policies which result in much 
suffering, strife, and death. He said, "We love the people 
who perpetuate the problems, but we do not love their 
deeds. We love the racists, not racism. We love the 
exploiter, not their exploitation." He concluded by 
asking the church in North America to support the 
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people of his country, but not the country's present 
government. 
The hostile world continues to impinge upon the 
Brethren in Christ Church as it has in decades past. Some 
feel there have been periods in our history when the 
church in certain areas of life made accommodation with 
the world in an attempt to avoid confrontation. But in 
many ways this tendency is passing. For example, many 
Brethren in Christ are looking toward urban America — 
the inner city — as a place where the Lord is leading 
them, even though the city is seen by many in the larger 
brotherhood to be a foreboding environment. 
* 
"For the Son of Man himself has not come to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life to set many others 
free." Mark 10:45 (Phillips) 
To voluntarily (and willingly) become a servant is a 
difficult thing. After all, we are the ones who are 
educated . . . who dress nicely on Sunday . . . who 
use our spray deodorant so we don't "offend" . . . who 
are the recipients of the blessings of western technology 
and God's grace. Doesn't this somehow make us superior 
to the ignorant and unsophisticated? those on the "we-
fare dole?" the horde of unsanitized, unsterilized, un-
barbered? The Incarnation (God Himself putting on 
human — carnal — flesh) emphatically says it need not 
and should not be considered so, but how often we make 
it the case. 
In His desert temptation, Jesus rejected three distinct 
approaches to being a Messiah. First, Satan tempted 
Him to be predominantly an economic Messiah (Luke 
4:3), then a political Saviour (vv. 5, 6), and finally an 
ostentatious ecclesiastical figure (vv. 9-11). Instead, re-
nouncing violence and overt displays of worldly power 
and prestige, Jesus became the Suffering Servant 
prophesied by Isaiah. In His humble birth, suffering 
death on the cross, and triumphant resurrection, Jesus 
touches not only one limited sphere of man's existence, 
but is in fact Lord over all facets of man's life and needs. 
• 
Let us ponder the mystery and wonder of the 
Incarnation. Then let us ask the Holy Spirit to empower 
us, sending us forth into the world as Jesus came into the 
world. Listen to Jesus' own characterization of His 
ministry, and then let it be said of us. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
Because he anointed me to preach good tidings to 'the 
poor: 
He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives, 
And the recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 
Luke 4:18,19 (Phillips) 
A/T Y EARLY YEARS were spent on a Kansas dairy 
•"•*• farm. Still firm in my memory were those dark and 
often cold winter mornings when my father would 
announce that it was time to rise and be about the 
morning chores. 
Those were the days before rural electrification had 
arrived in our area of Kansas. So in the darkness we 
would light a kerosene lantern and by its light find our 
way to the barn. In the barn there were nails and hooks 
from which to hang the lantern as we went about the 
morning tasks. As the location of our tasks shifted we 
would take the lantern with us and would continue to 
work from its feeble light. 
Lanterns and the Dawn 
A Meditation on John 1:1-18 
John E. Zercher 
As we proceeded with our work, if we took the time to 
look, we could have noticed in the east a faint grayish 
light along the wide Kansas horizon. Slowly this grayish 
color would move further up the sky and the east would 
take on a reddish glow and then slowly a bright red or 
orange ball would push up over the horizon. The night 
was gone. The day had come. 
While this was all going on, usually quite unnoticed, 
the lantern continued to hang there giving forth its light. 
Finally we would be aware that no longer were we being 
guided by the lantern for its light was now scarcely seen 
in the brilliance of the dawn. 
In John 5:35 Jesus makes a similar observation when 
He, speaking to the Jews concerning John, said, "He 
(John the Baptist) was a burning and shining lamp and 
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light." But 
now a greater than John was present — this "burning and 
shining light" had given way to the dawn — Jesus had 
now come. 
The writer of the fourth Gospel has the same* imagery 
in mind when he writes "In him was life and the life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness has not overcome it." 
These statements are taken from John's account of the 
Incarnation — a "Nativity" narrative almost as familiar 
as Luke's — "In .the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God — and the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and 
truth." 
The lanterns of old have been superseded by the dawn. 
They served the predawn hours admirably but now the 
"dayspring from on High has visited us." Why walk 
around with a lantern when the sun has appeared? 
There was the lantern of natural revelation. Paul refers 
to it in Romans 1. God can be seen in His creation. The 
incredible size of the universe; the dependability of its 
laws; the mystery of the atom; the complexity of the 
human nervous system, and the phenomenon of nature 
give us intimations of a divine power we call God. 
As persuasive as are the "starry heavens above" so 
also is the moral law within. Man's sense of ought; his 
desire for meaning and belonging finds its counterpart in 
man's sense of guilt and loneliness and meaninglessness. 
From societies primitive to societies sophisticated this 
image of God, written upon man's nature, finds ex-
pression in varied religious forms — worship, sacrifices, 
myths, idols, and deities. 
This tells us something about God's power and design 
and his moral nature but it is just a lantern. Its light is 
limited, the revelation incomplete, and the reality it 
suggests shadowy and distorted. 
But we have a better lamp — that of special revelation 
— through the Old Testament Scriptures. 
God is revealed in His mighty acts in the Old 
Testament. The calling of a people; the forming of a 
nation; their deliverance from Egypt; the giving of the 
Law at Sinai with thunder and lightning and awesome 
manifestations. God had spoken and acted definitely in 
time and in history but this was only a lantern. "For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ." 
Light came through the prophets with their call to 
inwardness and their warning against trusting in ritual 
and form. Hear Isaiah's call to repentance or Micah's 
moving answer to the question of what God requires: "to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God." 
It is not too strong to state that in the days of the 
prophets the eastern sky was beginning to become light. 
Indeed a crimson glow could at times be seen as when 
Jeremiah speaks of the new covenant written upon the 
heart or when Isaiah breaks forth with the vision of the 
Suffering Servant. Those were great souls and great 
visions. But they were walking with a lantern. 
But when the dawn came "The true light that lighteth 
every man was coming into the world." "A light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to thy people 
Israel." 
It is not without basis that Isaiah's great hymn is seen 
as Messianic. 
"The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light." 
"They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death 
upon them has the light shined." 
Christmas — the Incarnation — means that the night 
is over. Put away your lanterns — smoky, dim, and 
flickering — for the dawn has come. The day is here. The 
sun of righteousness has arisen. 
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This must mean that in Jesus Christ we can see God 
and reality — not partially, not in types and shadows — 
but in truth. "No one has ever seen God; the only son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him 
known." Hear Jesus in His own words to Philip: "He 
who has seen me has seen the Father," or the writer to 
the Hebrews when he describes Christ as bearing "the 
very stamp of his (God's) nature." 
Mankind who had lived by lanterns: some smoky and 
flickering; others bright and brilliant; but still only a 
lantern, now had the sun. The Son, John says, reflects 
God's glory "we have beheld His glory, glory as of the 
only son of God." And so we ask, "What was so glorious 
about the Incarnation?" 
The Incarnation reveals God's glory in His provision 
for man's deep need. In Christ the law and the prophets 
were fulfilled. The rituals of the Old Testament were 
made real in His death and resurrection. The face of God 
was seen more clearly. It was the face of Grace and 
revealed the countenance of a father — "for as many as 
received him (Christ) to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God." 
The Incarnation reveals God's glory in His attitude 
towards the common, the simple and the weak. Who of 
us would have written the story of the Incarnation as God 
acted it out on the stage of history? Two weary and worn 
travelers, the woman obviously heavy with child; a "no 
vacancy" sign at the inn; a cave as shelter for the night 
and as the delivery room for the birth; a manger as the 
crib and shepherds the first curious visitors. This first 
scene set the tone for the entire drama of His life. The 
years of His preparation and the years of His ministry 
were as well marked by the absence of power and pomp 
and prestige. 
No Horatio Algers story this. No rags to riches. No 
log cabin to the White House. His destiny was a Roman 
cross in the presence of a curious and taunting crowd. 
This seems so strange because we have understood 
glory in the terms of lanterns. Power and wealth and 
armies and splendor and magnitude and dominance. The 
dawn reveals God's understanding of glory: Hands laid 
upon a leper; fingers placed on the eyes of the blind; 
children gathered up in His arms; words of forgiveness to 
a woman caught in an adulterous act; the noticing of the 
widow's two mites and the alabaster box broken and its 
ointment mingled with the tears of a forgiven sinner. Are 
we not expected to see the glory of God in the upper room 
when the Incarnate Son took a towel, bound it around 
His waist and washed His disciples' feet — the glory of a 
servant role? 
We say this was His humiliation. John did not say that. 
He said this was "his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the father." Paul wrote "(God) has shone in our hearts to 
give the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ." 
All of this says something about our values and our 
methods and our witness. It says something about our 
understanding of Scripture and doctrine and morale, and 
ethics. Is our understanding of God and His dealing with 
men based on lanterns or on the dawn? 
There is nothing quite so important as a man's concept 
of God. If his concept is inadequate or distorted, sincerity 
and devotion compounds the error and makes him worse 
rather than better. How essential it is that our under-
standing is based upon God as revealed by His Son in 









Let's keep Christ in Christmas! 
We really like the Christmas story — all that about angel choirs filling the sky and 
singing to astonished shepherds, wise men following a bright new star right to the 
stable, a baby being born in a manger because all the hotels were full. It 's all rather nice. 
And so we decorate our homes with stars, angels and manger scenes and pray — pray 
for a white Christmas as we pay our homage to the Babe. 
It's all rather cute, warm and homey; a nice time for children and we adults like to 
get in on the act too. The Christ of Christmas is our kind of Christ. After all, everyone 
loves a child, except perhaps a maniac like Herod (that's part of the story too). 
What a pity He had to grow up, yes grow up and lose His innocence and begin to tamper 
with things. That 's what got Him killed. Why couldn't He have stayed a child? Let's 
keep Christ in Christmas. 
And so it is, each Christmas He is still the babe in Bethlehem. Never any older; 
never any more real. Each Christmas we pay our respects at the cradle. And the rest of the 









Hamilton Completes Doctoral Program 
Robert E. Hamilton, Director of 
Business and Finance at Messiah College, 
was recently granted the Doctor of Educa-
tion degree by the Pennsylvania State 
University. 
Dr. Hamilton is a 1962 graduate of 
Messiah College and received his master's 
degree from Shippensburg State College in 
1966. Before assuming his present office, 
he was a public school administrator. 
Dr. and Mrs. Hamilton are members of 
the Grantham congregation. Mrs. 
Hamilton is the former Judy Wolgemuth, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Wolgemuth. Dr. Hamilton is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Hamilton of the 
Green Springs congregation. 
First January Term Planned 
The January Intersession of the last two 
years will this year be expanded to a full 
three-week January Term, from January 
10 to 31. 
Based on the experience of previous 
Intersessions, the three-week term will 
provide new flexibility in types of courses 
offered and in conduct of the courses. 
Instead of taking a number of courses con-
currently, the student will concentrate on 
one course for the three-week period. In 
addition to a variety of course offerings in 
the various divisions, independent study 
options also will be available to students. 
The variety and flexibility of intensive 
courses becomes evident in courses in-
cluding a trip to Paris for French students, 
a study-service experience at the Navajo 
Mission for elementary education or be-
havioral science majors, a survey of 
current trends in camping and recreation 
in a course in Outdoor Education, and a 
course in Urban Ministries at the 
Philiadelphia campus. 
Dr. D. Wayne Cassel serves as chairman 
of the January Term Committee. 
Falcons Open Season 
In their first game of the basketball 
season, the Messiah College Falcons in-
augurated their new gymnasium in the 
Eisenhower Campus Center in a battle 
with the Bullets from Gettysburg College, 
near the home of Mrs. Mamie Eisen-
hower. 
Although losing to Gettysburg 64-55, 
Coach Mike Shaker's Falcons offered the 
1,100 spectators a game well worth their 
trip through the snow. 
Matthew Brubaker, a deacon in the 
Grantham congregation, threw in the first 
ball in recognition of the naming of the 
new gymnasium-auditorium for his 
brother, the late Dr. H. G. Brubaker. Dr. 
Brubaker was a prominent educator and 
served also as General Conference 
Secretary for the Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
MISSIONS 
Bert and Marian Sider, recently 
pastoring at Puslinch (Ontario), left Dec. 
14 for Nicaragua. After spending two 
weeks with the Kellys and Mussers, they 
will begin language school in Costa Rica. 
Board member Ross Nigh visited the 
Nicaragua mission, under Canadian spon-
sorship. Leaving Nov. 20, he visited briefly 
the MCC work in Haiti on his return trip, 
arriving home Dec. 9. 
Earl and Lois (Hoover) Hess plan to 
leave Dec. 31 for Rhodesia. Earl, having 
taken post-graduate work at Temple 
University, will be Mtshabezi Hospital 
administrator, while Lois will join the 
nursing staff. 
Africa General Conference was held 
December 9-16 at the Choma Secondary 
School, Zambia. Guest speakers included 
Dr. Jacob A. Loewen, anthropologist and 
translation consultant for the Bible Socie-
ty, and Mr. Stan Shewmaker, author of 
Tonga Christianity and missionary in the 
Ngwezi area of Zambia.. 
Keystone Bible Institutes 
A joint Mennonite/Brethren in Christ "grassroots" venture now in its second year, 
Keystone Bible Institutes emphasizes serious study of the Scriptures in an intensive 
week-long session. Courses are taught by qualified Bible instructors from related 
colleges, with costs being minimal ($5.00 per course taken). 
Feb.19-23 
Lancaster area 
A choice of Genesis or Anabaptist History 
and Doctrines in afternoon sessions, and 
either Acts or Ezekiel in the evenings. 
Jan. 29-Feb. 2 
Souderton area 
Studies in Colossians and Old Testament 
Backgrounds of the Christian Faith in 
afternoon sessions, and a choice of 
Teachings of Jesus or Galatians in the 
evening. 
Brethren in Christ who have studied in the two previous Institutes recommend them 
highly. For a descriptive brochure and registration information, please contact either 
Wilmer Heisey or Glen Pierce, Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022 (717) 367-7045. 
EVANGEL PRESS 
Two Employees Retire 
The annual Christmas dinner for the 
staff of Evangel Press was held on Friday 
evening, December 1. 
This setting was the occasion for the 
honoring of two employees of the Press 
who are retiring with a combined service of 
67 years. 
F e m e Longanecker began her 
employment with the Press in 1924. Elmer 
Stutzman has been an employee since 
1953. Both are members of the Nappanee 
Brethren in Christ Church. Brother 
Stutzman served as deacon of the 
congregation for twenty years (1947-1967). 
Each was given a watch in recognition of 
their years of service and retirement. 
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Religious News 
Survey Finds Most Married 
People Happy 
A large majority of Americans view 
their marriages as happy, according to a 
survey published by Life magazine. 
The editors said 62,000 people 
responding to a questionnaire included in 
the April 28 issue of the periodical revealed 
that 80 percent of the respondents rated 
their marriages as "happy" or "very 
happy." 
Concerning the question of unmarried 
couples living together, 28 percent said 
they disapproved, 22 percent said they 
approved, and 50 percent said it was up to 
the couples themselves. 
Illegitimacy was maligned, 48 percent 
rejecting and 38 percent accepting the 
rearing of children outside marriage. 
A total of two percent said divorce 
should never be permitted; 22 percent said 
divorce would be acceptable only in limited 
circumstances, and 43 percent said divorce 
should be readily available if both partners 
wanted it. 
Coral Ridge Church Marks 
Educational Advance 
The addition of the 12th grade, a faculty 
of 44 full time teachers, and a $20,000 
chemistry and typing laboratory marks 
progress in the 22-month-old Westminster 
Academy founded by Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian Church here. 
Its facilities are valued at $800,000, 
according to Dr. D. James Kennedy, 
senior minister of the sponsoring church. 
The Rev. Harry Miller is headmaster at 
Westminster. The school opened in 1971 
with 460 students. 
Methodists, Episcopalians 
Dominate U.S. Senate 
Senators with Episcopal and United 
Methodist affiliation will form the largest 
religious groupings when the 93rd 
Congress convenes in January, according 
to a Religious News Service post-election 
survey. 
The United Methodist and Episcopal 
groupings number 18 each. There were 20 
United Methodist Senators in the 92nd 
Congress, and 17 Episcopalians. Other 
groupings in the 93rd Congress will include 
15 Presbyterians and 14 Roman Catholics. 
After gubernatorial voting November 7, 
more Roman Catholics — 12 — will lead 
states than members of any other church. 
Six governors or governors-elect are 
United Methodist, six Presbyterian and six 
Baptist. 
Penna. Bill Outlaws Abortions 
A strict anti-abortion bill passed the 
Pennsylvania Senate 39-9, outlawing all 
abortions unless a woman might die from 
continued pregnancy. 
The measure, which would place this 
state's abortion law among the nation's 
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most restrictive, was sent back to the 
House for concurrence on an amendment. 
The House passed the bill in June, 157-34. 
The Senate wiped out a provision it had 
approved the day before that would have 
permitted abortions in pregnancies 
resulting from rape or incest. 
Professor Discovers 22% of Students 
Believe in Witches, Occultism 
As early as the next generation, most 
young people could believe in spirit 
messages from beyond the grave, 
spellcasting witches, and astrology. 
So states Prof. David C. Lindberg of the 
University of Wisconsin. He and Prof. 
Robert Seigfriend, both of the university's 
history of science department, have been 
jointly teaching a popular course in the 
"History of the Occult and Pseudo-
Science." 
The men discovered that among 231 
juniors and seniors 74 percent believed in 
extrasensory perception, 20 percent were 
uncertain about it and only six percent 
denied its existence. 
The professors also learned that 20 
percent of the juniors and seniors believed 
in the future-foretelling ability of palm 
readers, 23 percent in witches and 18 
percent in astrology. 
Billy Graham Predicts 
Nixon Moral Emphasis 
During his second term in office, 
President Nixon will "be putting a lot 
more emphasis on moral and spiritual 
affairs," Evangelist Billy Graham said in 
Honolulu enroute to a crusade in 
Nagaland, northern India. 
The evangelist, a frequent White House 
visitor who announced his support for the 
President early in the 1972 race, said the 
President "realized that the greatest 
problem we're facing is moral permissive-
ness and decadence." 
Dr. Graham predicts the " long 
nightmare of Vietnam" will end soon. "I 
wouldn't be at all surprised if the POWs 
are home by Christmas and American 
involvement in Vietnam will end by the 
first of the year," Graham said. He added 
that he is not "privy to any inside 
i n f o r m a t i o n . " He predic ted tha t 
Americans would see a great many 
changes in the next four years, "especially 
in the field of foreign and domestic 
affairs." 
300,000 Expected at Korean Explo '74 
Some 300,000 people are expected to 
gather in Seoul, Korea to be trained for 
evangelism at Explo '72 sponsored by 
Campus Crusade for Christ. 
Dr. Joon Gon Kim, executive director of 
Explo '74 and a staff member of Campus 
Crusade, said it can be compared with the 
crossing of the Jordan River by the 
Israelites in that it will be a final part of 
Crusade's strategy to reach Korea for 
Christ by 1975. 
Dr. Kim sees Explo '74 as providing an 
exploding situation that will create 
momentum for the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission. Crusade's announced goal is 
to see that accomplished by 1980. 
Sokka Gakkai Has World's 
Largest Buddhist Temple 
Japanese followers of the crusading 
Soka Gakkai Buddhist religion have built 
the largest Buddhist temple in the world — 
a $151 million structure rivaling in scale 
St. Peter's in the Vatican. It is the symbol 
of the most dynamic — and controversial 
— religious force in postwar Japan. 
By diligent evangelism, the 5,000 
followers after World War II succeeded in 
raising membership to today's 10 million. 
Critics at home and abroad say the Soka 
Gakkai Buddhists resort to high pressure 
tactics and bullying to gain membership. 
Sees African Christians 
In Growth Crisis 
The rapid growth of Christianity in 
Kenya and other parts of black Africa has 
precipitated an unexpected crisis by 
demands for thousands of additional 
churches, ministers and lay personnel. 
"It's overwhelming!" states David B. 
Barrett, an aircraft designer turned 
Anglican missionary who has helped to 
prepare a forthcoming, report on Kenya 
churches. 
Noting that numerical growth of 
African Christianity has been phenomenal, 
he estimates that the more than 100 
million Christians on the continent are 
increasing at the rate of five percent a year 
— double the population growth. By the 
year 2000, he says, African Christians 
could total 350 million and exceed the 
number of African Moslems for the first 
time. 
Graham Opens Four-Day Nagaland 
Crusade, Gunfire Interrupts 
A crowd of Naga tribespeople estimated 
to be 100,000 assembled in a football field 
in Kohima, India to listen as Dr. Billy 
Graham opened his four-day crusade. On 
the second day a group of tribal insurgents 
ambushed a security force three miles from 
the services. One Indian soldier had been 
wounded. Dr. Graham called the people to 
prayer as gunfire echoed in the back-
ground. His words carried through the lush 
valley as he preached to the descendants of 
Indian headhunters in the Indian state of 
Nagaland. The people here are celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the 
first American Baptist missionary. 
NCC Leader: Religions Just As Free 
In Hanoi As in the United States 
Religious groups appear to have as 
much freedom under the Communist 
government of North Vietnam as they do 
in the United States, a top official of the 
National Council of Churches declared 
after a seven-day visit to North Vietnam. 
"There is every indication," said Dr. 
David Hunter, deputy general secretary of 
the NCC, "that religion is as free to 
practice its faith in the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam as in the USA, with 
the limitation in both places that when it 
deviates from the policy of the government 
it meets opposition on the part of the state 
and pays a price, and this no more in the 
DRV than in the USA." 
Ruth Hock, Methods of Education tutor, goes over some lesson plans 
with two student teachers. 
the needs of three abiblity groups." We look at the 
student teacher's lesson plans which he has prepared. I 
give suggestions, and then we pray together that God will 
be especially near in these initial teaching experiences. 
Another knock. This teacher wants to know what 
creative activities he can have to consolidate the history 
lesson, and how to organize these activities so that each 
group does a different activity. I am more than pleased 
that he wants to try this method. 
The next next student wants some job cards only. He 
can get them himself and I go back to my own 
preparation. But upon his departure another enters with 
a mathematics problem. He has a lesson on division of 
Lesson Plans--Supervision--Witnessing 
Ruth Hock 
(photographs by George Bundy) 
p O M E VISIT US at Mtshabezi Teacher Training 
^ School and observe the work in action for a few days. 
If you think people are exciting and challenging, perhaps 
you should make application to work on our staff. Let's 
look at one role here: Methods of Education tutor (that's 
my job at present). 
A group of student teachers are about ready to begin 
practice teaching at our local primary school. 
Discussions have been held with the Headmaster, and the 
teachers have been assigned to their respective grades and 
supervisors. They have consulted with the Methods of 
Education tutor and have made careful preparation for 
the first day's lessons. 
The day begins by standing in the school assembly 
along with the staff and the Headmaster. In spite of being 
nervous a bit, the student teacher hopes he makes no 
mistakes, especially if I happen to enter his room. Daily I 
observe six to nine lessons, each thirty minutes in length. 
I also continue to teach my share of the classes§ during the 
day at the Teacher Training School. 
When my teaching is over for the day, it is time to 
cycle the half mile to the primary school to have 
conferences with those whom I observed. Which ones 
need the help most? We don't have time today for a 
conference with each one. Before arriving at the school I 
am stopped by one student teacher who was on his way to 
my office to ask for some learning aids to illustrate his 
lessons for the next day. 
I must have group session conferences today. These do 
not deal individually with teachers, but we are able to 
deal with general principles, methods, and ways of 
motivating children to obtain maximum learning. It also 
means being firm, helping the student teachers realize the 
standard of teaching towards which they must strive. 
These sessions end with a quotation from the Bible or 
advice given on the importance of faith in God to help 
them, even in their teaching. 
Oh! It's 5:30 — suppertime. I shall be late again! The 
meal is enjoyed, as is fifteen to thirty minutes of 
relaxation. Then its back to the office to prepare for my 
classes tomorrow. I think I'll start on this remedial 
reading project being done in the T3 class. 
There's a knock on the door. "I have come to ask how 
to organize my English reading lesson in order to meet 
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fractions, and wants to know how to explain why the 
divisor is inverted and is then used as a multiplier. Have 
you ever tried to explain that one? The next visitor wants 
a flannelgraph board to teach his Bible lesson. 
Some come because they are discouraged. Others 
come to discuss my evaluation of their teaching. The 
examples of the different kinds of work done by a 
Methods of Education tutor would make a long list. But 
this glimpse should be enough to let you know that here 
at Mtshabezi Teacher Training School, we are in contact 
with life — young lives who need security, hope, and faith 
for the present and for the future. 
It is now 9:00. Most of the students have left the 
school. No preparation has been accomplished for my 
classes tomorrow. Yet one student teacher is trusting 
God more to be with him tomorrow, while another will 
cast his cares upon Jesus, who cares and understands. It 
is now time to meet with the girls of my class for evening 
prayers. They are at my house, and as I enter I hear them 
singing, We have half an hour of personal confession, 
prayer, and thanksgiving . . . an oasis in the day. 
Christ is the centre of the program here. Scrutinizing 
lesson plans and tactfully discussing practice teaching 
problems can lead to a time and opportunity to witness, if 
led by the Holy Spirit in every activity. 




Your letter came just at the right time. We had 
been wondering how we might share prayer needs from 
India more intimately with the church at home. I believe 
your desire to pray for specific needs here is God's 
answer to our wishes. To help you to pray effectively, 
here are some very basic needs that call for regular and 
faithful prayer support. 
You have already heard that the emphasis here is 
changing from "mission" to "church." Missionary 
personnel is decreasing numerically, also. This means 
that Indians are holding church leadership positions, so 
that the first request for prayer is for the INDIAN 
CHURCH LEADERS AND THE CHURCH 
BOARD. 
Pray for Rev. S. N. Roy, church chairman; Rev. 
Hem K. Paul, church treasurer, and for each of the four 
regional superintendents. Thank God for them and pray 
that they may provide the dynamic of Spirit-filled 
leadership so much needed in these days of change. 
The second request is for BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
YOUNG PEOPLE. Growing up around us is a beau-
tiful youth group, the church of tomorrow. Since many 
of these are second-generation Christians, let's join in 
prayer that each of these fellows and girls may make a 
definite personal commitment to Jesus Christ. Some of 
these are in training, some are looking for jobs, some are 
in high school. A real need is that they may be able to 
pass their necessary exams without having to give bribes, 
then go on to find suitable employment. 
The most crucial prayer request we sense right now 
is for a CHURCH-WIDE REVIVAL. So many factors 
discourage warm spiritual experience: culture, natural 
calamities, illness or just lack of physical stamina, and 
unwholesome surroundings. We hear about revival in 
your country. There are even pockets of revival in other 
sections of I ndia. Pray with us that revival will come to 
Saharsa and Purnea districts SOON. 
And to encourage you in prayer, I'd like to share 
with you how the Lord answered prayer for Sushila, one 
of our teenagers. She had come to Banmankhi Home-
makers' Course this year as a third-year student — 
intelligent, enthusiastic and apparently normal in 
every way. Soon, however, teachers noticed her 
beginning to withdraw into her own world — a very sad, 
frightening world dominated by Satan. She seemed com-
pletely helpless to resist. 
Teachers gathered for special prayer for Sushila. We 
counselled her with God's Word, but not being able to 
reach out to her, we finally had to send her home. I 
confess, Rachel, that my faith ended right there for we all 
felt, "If she goes home, away from the warmth of Chris-
tian fellowship, she will be completely overcome by the 
darkness of the spirit world." 
Nothing was heard about her all summer. Then, last 
Sunday, we were jeeping close to her home. She knew 
we would be along, so had come out to meet us, radiant 
in her return to normal mental health. She was so pleased 
to tell us that now she had peace in her heart. The fear 
and torment of those dark days was gone. Thank God 
for answered prayers! 
It's so good to be able to share these prayer con-
cerns with you, Rachel. As we see the answers, we'll want 
to share those with you, too. Do let me know when you 




Confessions of a VS'er 
Daryl Climenhaga 
Matopo Secondary School, Rhodesia 
/CONFESSING is supposed to be good for the soul. If 
^ y o u blurt out your troubles and problems, apparently 
someone is supposed to help you, or at least give you a 
shoulder to cry on. But I'm not looking for that kind of 
help. 
The confession is a common one — I'm lonely. Also a 
prosaic one — a young man learning what it's like to be 
on his own. That's something we all go through. But then 
a lot of the fault is my own. 
In college you find those who share your interests, and 
then make friends. In such a condition, the fellowship of 
the brotherhood, as good an antidote to loneliness as I 
know, is an easy thing (sometimes) to be a part of. You 
don't have to worry whether someone will listen to you. 
Because there are shared interests, you rather easily are 
able to find people to talk with, and fellowship becomes 
primarily an interest group praying and praising. 
But as a VSer, the youngest at the mission, and with 
very few common interests with the others, fellowship 
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becomes a different thing. At college you have to look for 
the one who may need to talk out a problem, since they 
generally have friends. But at a mission, you have to 
"automatically" assume that when someone . . . anyone 
. . . talks, they need someone to listen. For me, this means 
developing an interest in nature and hunting, in science 
and electricity, in mechanics, in villages. And I must 
learn to express my appreciation for how some of the 
people here have helped me to adjust. When you feel 
alone, being reminded that you're not can be rather nice. 
Perhaps, though, this need for interest . . . for com-
munication . . . for gratitude, is not more real here 
than in college or anywhere else. Maybe the deadening 
palliatives, the "drugs" of college life (classes, papers, 
games) which helped make the loneliness there feel less, 
have just now been stripped away. And now I see what I 
should have always been doing. Now I see more clearly 
the danger of not doing — and feel what happens when 
we forget, and drift apart. 
PROFILES 
Waiting to 
Be Called Home 
Eva Mae Melhorn 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute 
~D ECENTLY I had the privilege of visiting villages 
^with Sister Anna Engle, now with The Evangelical 
Alliance Mission in Pretoria, South Africa. As we moved 
among the people, faces would light up as they recog-
nized this lady who had worked among them so long. 
Sister Engle thoroughly enjoyed meeting old friends like 
Mtshaza Nkala, a retired evangelist, and Naka Pauli, an 
aged Christian mother. 
Naka Pauli is the mother of Mrs. Maphendla Moyo 
and Mrs. Timothy Ndlovu. It was refreshing to see these 
two elderly saints discussing the things of the Lord. The 
keynote of the conversation was the assurance of a home 
in heaven. As Naka Pauli thought of heaven, she 
remarked that there will be no suffering there. Her spirit 
seemed so free and joyful and she wanted to pray just 
then. 
Naka Pauli was born in the Matopo area at Esotsha. 
Old Umfundisi Khumalo was responsible forgetting her 
to attend Sunday School and church at Matopo Mission. 
She later went to school at Mtshabezi Mission. Here she 
met and married Bunu Ncube, in 1911. 
When Sister Engle arrived at Mtshabezi in 1926, Naka 
Pauli was already a Christian mother, quietly and 
consistently influencing her young family. Her husband 
was one of the first to have been baptized at Mtshabezi, 
in 1907. He was pastor/teacher for a while at a school, 
and later became the mission foreman. They had a family 
of eight when Bunu Ncube died in 1937 from acute 
appendicitis. 
Year-End Patterns 
The chart below shows the amount of money 
needed in December of each year to meet the 
budget needs of Brethren in Christ Missions. The 
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Anna Engle and Naka Pauli reminisce and talk of Heaven (photo by 
author). 
For the past several years Naka Pauli has been at 
times very ill. Sometimes it seemed that she was leaving 
to go Home. She longs to go to heaven and cannot under-
stand why God does not take her. However, her waiting 
time is not spent in vain. She cannot read but she can sing 
and pray. She prays much for the unsaved members of 
her family, sometimes heard praying during the night. 
When Sister Engle and I visited her, she was unable to 
walk, so the family got her hand and knee pads so she 
could crawl outside her hut. In recent weeks she is able to 
walk again and even tries to walk to the fields. 
If you speak to her about heaven, you'll see a heavenly 
glow come to her face. You know that she is eagerly 
waiting to be called Home. 
Board for Missions 
General Fund Statement 
Quarter Ended Sept. 30, 1972 
Canadian Balance, July 1, 1972 ($ 1,154.16) 
USA Balance, July 1, 1972 ( 15,118.47) 
Canadian Receipts 10,338.33 
USA Receipts 67,913.26 
Transfer of Funds 20,000.00 
Loan 20,000.00 




Information Services 4,179.83 
Africa 13,184.00 
India 8,910.00 




Montreal Lake Children's 
Home 
Navajo Mission 1,410.00 
San Francisco 415.00 
Mission Churches 6,951.13 















DEFICIT BALANCE, Sept. 30, 1972 ($ 1,061.66) 
Analysis of Balance 






In the November 25 issue of the Visitor we printed an article 
entitled "Does the Church Suffer from an 'Edifice Complex'?" At 
that time we referred to an editorial in Christianity Today which 
presented the other side of the issue. We now print this editorial. 
We have received a number of letters in response to the first 
article. We welcome more in response to either or both. 
Responses should be kept to several hundred words or less. We 
plan to give opportunity for sharing these letters with the 
readership in a subsequent issue. 
—Editor 
Who Needs Them? 
r p H E CHURCH building boom that hit its peak in 
North America after World War II is waning. In its 
place has come a contrasting trend, one of skepticism 
over the value — even the validity — of brick and mortar 
in congregational life. Gibson Winter in The Suburban 
Captivity of the Churches was among the first to com-
plain of an "edifice complex." He said it "expresses in-
terest in status rather than worship." Many a churchman 
has since picked up this line of criticism, and in some 
communions and localities a congregation now feels 
almost embarrassed to suggest it needs to build. 
The anti-building mood probably got its start from the 
new priority given to social activism by religious liberals. 
They urged that money be diverted from building funds 
to efforts to bring about needed social change. The mood 
reached its zenith in 1967 with the halting of work on the 
Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York 
City. The Right Reverend Horace W. B. Donegan said 
the building, about two-thirds complete, would stand 
unfinished as a symbol of the agony of the cities until 
human needs are met. 
The charismatic and Jesus movements with their 
penchant for extra-church Bible studies and fellowships 
have contributed to the turn away from reliance on well-
equipped facilities for worship and education. 
To some extent, the anti-building temperament among 
North American churchmen has been healthful. Some 
churches have been extravagantly overbuilt. Some are 
monuments to congregational pride or to competition 
with other churches. In some denominations, if a pastor's 
tenure at a church was not marked by the start of a 
building project it was considered less than successful. 
Yet Christians must beware lest they get carried away 
with unbiblical notions. We must resist, for example, 
Archie Hargraves' assertion (quoted approvingly by 
Harvey Cox) that the work of God in the world can be 
compared to a "floating crap game." By consistently 
identifying churches with names of places, the New 
Testament makes it clear that bodies of believers have 
geographical roots and should operate from specific 
bases. The Church is not simply a human institution, but 
it is at least that, and it needs an identifiable head-
quarters. It is a corporate assembly of believers who 
come together for worship, education, fellowship, 
service, mutual encouragement, inspiration, and, at 
times, rebuke. 
It's easy to lose sight of this biblical perspective in the 
drift toward free-wheeling ministries. The church in one 
sense is Christians in a huddle near the line of action; but 
in another it is, to change the figure, a control panel 
where strategy is coordinated. 
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But can't the church simply operate out of homes? 
Isn't that what the early church did? Comparisons must 
be made carefully, because neither homes nor separate 
church buildings are specifically prescribed in Scripture 
as places for Christian assembly. Small groups meeting 
in homes offer a commendable form of fellowship and 
outreach. But in most situations homes cannot 
adequately carry out the functions of churches. Members 
of Trinity Baptist Church in Lexington, Kentucky, 
learned this when a fire destroyed their building and they 
had to meet in a variety of places for more than two 
years. "All this taught us that churches do need buildings 
that are designed to be used for church purposes," said 
pastor Bob W. Brown. 
Meeting in homes easily if unintentionally reinforces 
social exclusiveness, and a true church for its own good 
should have a cultural and age mix. Too many people 
look for churches that suit them, that is, that underscore 
their own outlooks instead of subjecting themselves to the 
perhaps beneficial scrutiny of contrasting viewpoints. In 
a church building, where property ownership is held in 
common and services are open to all comers, there is 
strong likelihood of a broader mix of people. 
Compared to the North American standard of living 
and the vast outlays for luxuries in our homes, the cost of 
new church construction is usually within reasonable 
limits. It has never averaged out to more than $10 per 
year per church member in the United States. Many of us 
spend more than that on charcoal for cook-outs. 
The charge of "extravagance" reminds one of the 
complaint of Judas Iscariot when Mary of Bethany 
poured costly ointment on Jesus. The Lord justified the 
act. "She has done a beautiful thing to me," he said, 
adding, "Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what she has done will be 
told in memory of her." 
In Old Testament times God commissioned temples 
that were beautiful and memorable, and the principle of 
general revelation makes provision for divine communi-
cation aesthetically through such a medium. It can be so 
today, too. Certainly the many great Orthodox cathe-
drals in Communist countries show that great architec-
ture can be spiritually significant; in those lands, condi-
tioned against any form of religion, the cathedrals speak 
eloquently. Grandeur is not in of itself evil. Indeed, it can 
be a part of the worship of God. Even "status" need not 
be a spiritually liability. Certainly there is no merit in 
cheapness and shoddiness per se. 
Church buildings: who needs them? Christians need 
them to carry out the Great Commission! 
From Christianity Today; copyright 1972. Used by permission. 
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Teaching is Learning 
Birdie L. Tucker 
TRICKY, a squirming, sandy-haired boy of nine, 
grinned up at me. Were all boys that wiggly, I won-
dered. How about Johnny? He couldn't keep his legs 
under his chair, or his hands to himself. I later learned 
Johnny had two older brothers at home, and it was a way 
of self-preservation for him to be ready with his fists at 
all times. 
Marcia, the small freckle-faced girl who seemed so 
bored and restless, was in reality a brilliant child. Later I 
found out she knew all the stories; that explained her dis-
interest. 
Girls were much quieter, but I soon discovered they 
scribbled notes behind their books. 
Where can one find such an assortment of children? 
Where else but a church school class of fourth graders? 
That first Sunday four months ago was a bright warm 
morning, no different from the previous Sunday, I tried 
to reassure myself. But it was different, and I was 
beginning to feel panicky. Why had I agreed to give it a 
try? 
"You'll never know till you try," our church school 
superintendent had said. 
I gave all the excuses. "I have four children. I can't 
possibly find the time in my hectic schedule. I'm not 
qualified — I've never even attended a Bible Study 
Class." ' 
But finally, with a nagging doubt, I said I would try. 
I'll admit that first Sunday was a mass of confusion. I 
had a sure feeling of defeat. The children had listened for 
five minutes at the most. I constantly shushed them, 
shook my head, looked stern, but nothing seemed to 
work. Four weeks' later, I was thoroughly disheartened 
and completely discouraged. How could nine-year-olds 
be so boisterous? 
By the second month, I had the names attached to the 
right faces. That alone was an immense help. 
I think the turning point was the Sunday I looked over 
at Tim, completely engrossed in the story. Why, there's 
one child that's listening, I thought. It spurred me on, 
gave me new hope. Perhaps I was reaching some of them. 
If only a few, it was certainly worth all efforts. 
The knowledge that each child is different was an 
awakening point. Larry was a naturally attentive child, 
but Gary liked to talk. He talked constantly at home and 
in school. Who was I to expect him to be any different at 
church school? 
Some children attended irregularly, so consequently 
were in the dark about what was going on. What could be 
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done? Frustrating? Yes. About like banging your head 
against a wall. I wondered how many times our minister 
feels discouragement when he looks out over the half-
filled pews. 
Benny was eager to learn, but his mother usually didn't 
get up in time to bring him. 
Ted wanted a Bible more than anything, but apparent-
ly his mother doesn't think it important. 
As I glance over the roll book, things are looking 
brighter. We started with an average of eighteen, about 
half of these regulars. Now we have twenty-four, with 
half of the previous irregulars coming every Sunday. 
What better age is there to teach? At nine years, 
children are inquisitive; they want answers; they seek 
knowledge. They soak it up like a sponge. They are 
realizing there is more to life than just taking. The uni-
verse fascinates them; the Bible is intriguing. Who can 
possibly have all the answers to their endless questions? 
They seem satisfied to know that nobody is smart enough 
to come up with all the important answers. 
Some of the boys and girls have never had a Bible 
lesson before. Some know very little about the church, 
the stories. Others have grown up with the old, familiar 
stories, and have all the answers, they think. But it's 
surprising how you can bring a different inflection, a new 
flavor to the stories. It's effective to say, "What if they 
were me today?" They'll come up with some good ideas. 
The children do need a chance to share their views and 
opinions. This makes them feel important; a part of the 
class, a necessary vital thing. 
There are still times when I feel the children aren't 
learning. Then I see that one intent, shiny face and I 
know there's always hope. Each face is a challenge. Each 
face belongs to an individual; each has his or her 
problems, no matter how trivial they may seem to an 
adult. In my anxiety and concern to get the lesson across, 
I had almost overlooked this. 
What if I had given up after the first few weeks? I 
would have missed a great opportunity. 
Yes, the rewards have been many. The contentment 
I've found is no small factor. I have loved and been loved 
in return. Yes, it does take time, but doesn't anything 
that is worthwhile? 
Teaching is learning. Try it and see. 
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Have you ever had problems leveling with your parents 
about how you feel toward them? Did you ever wish for 
the opportunity to get those feelings out in the open? 
In the interest of fostering communication and 
dialogue across the generation gap (if there is one), the 
Youth Page is sponsoring a "Write-In" for youth. 
Recognizing that it is often difficult to express your 
feelings to your parents, we are giving you the opportuni-
ty to write an open letter to your parents or parents in 
general. Here's your chance to express your opinions and 
feelings about how parents bug you, excite you, impress 
you, or turn you off. 
We hope that this will not be seen as a slam against 
parental authority (in fact we might even give parents a 
chance to write an open letter to teens in a later issue.) It 
is our hope that this will foster communication and 
openness between parents and teens. 
Guidelines for the Write-In 
1. Your entry should be in the form of a letter to your 
parents or parents in general. These letters will be 
considered for printing in a later issue of the Visitor. 
Names will be omitted to protect the innocent — 
unless you specifically say that your name or initials 
can be listed with your letter. 
2. The length of your letter should be approximately 200 
words or less. 
3. The "Write-In" is for youth from the ages of 13-21. 
4. Please enclose your age and sex (male or female) with 
your letter. 
5. The Youth Page Editor reserves the right to print all, 
some, or none of the letters in a later issue of the 
Visitor. 
6. Please respond within the next month. 








In one response to the Youth Page Survey a B. in C. 
youth claimed she was "up to her ears" in reading 
articles about sex. Perhaps many of you feel the same 
way concerning articles on drugs and drug abuse. 
You've been exposed to films in school assemblies, 
have read articles, and heard pep talks about drug 
abuse from teachers, pastors, football heroes, and Holly-
wood celebrities. Instead of laying another article on you, 
we're giving you a chance to pledge yourself to doing 
something constructive. Maybe you will want to put this 
covenant among your "Top Ten" New Year's resolu-
tions. We urge you to read it, debate it with your friends, 
and hopefully commit yourself, along with other B. in C. 
youth, to this covenant. 
YOUTH COVENANT ON DRUG ABUSE 
I, along with other Brethren in Christ youth, recognize 
that a drug is any chemical substance which alters human 
mood, body function or structure. I know that drug abuse 
is the use of any drug which may have a detrimental effect 
on the individual or society, without legal medical super-
vision. Understanding that everyone is a potential drug 
abuser, I commit myself to the following covenant: 
1. I acknowledge myself as a creation of God, and I will 
treat my whole being with respect. 
2. I will learn the facts and fiction about drugs and the 
drug culture. 
3. I will show love, compassion, and concern for drug 
abusers. 
4. I will seek to learn and work to eliminate the root causes 
of the drug problem: hatred, loneliness, hunger, inade-
quate family relations, peer-group pressures, and mis-
understanding. 
5. I will support realistic programs to effectively deal with 
problems of drug abuse. 




Adapted from Aware, copyright 1972. American Baptist Board of 
Education and Publication. Used by permission. 
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Robert L. Keller, Sr., Ordained 
At a Sunday morning worship service of 
the Martinsburg congregation, of which he 
is pastor, the Reverend Robert L. Keller 
was ordained to the gospel ministry. 
The service of ordinat ion, held 
September 10, was in charge of Bishop 
Henry A. Ginder, bishop of the Allegheny 
Conference. Sharing in the service was the 
Reverend J. N. Hostetter, who gave the 
ministerial charge, and Professor Alden 
Long of Messiah College and Chairman of 
the Ministerial Credentials Board, who led 
in devotions. The Reverend Keller's 
brothers Arthur and Homer also had part 
in the ordination service. 
Pastor Keller is a native of Lebanon 
County, Pennsylvania. Prior to his coming 
to the Martinsburg pastorate in 1970 he 
served as an administrative assistant to Dr. 
C. N. Hostetter, who at that time was 
pastor of the Palmyra, Pa., congregation. 
He is at present enrolled in a degree 
program at Messiah College and has taken 
extension work under the reading program 
offered by the Ministerial Credentials 
Board. 
He is married to the former Jacquelyn 
Jean Pyles. They are parents of eight 
children, ages two through twenty. 
ALLEGHENY 
CONFERENCE 
The Air Hill congregation reports that 
30 people have completed reading their 
Bible through as of the end of November 
30. Rev. Roger Witter is the pastor. 
The Chambersburg congregation 
presented to their pastor, Rev. Charles W. 
Rife, a check for $1125 to send him on a 
22-day tour of the Holy Lands. The 15 
member group, sponsored by Bible Lands 
Seminars, Wilmore, Ky., left December 8 
and will visit Italy, Greece, Turkey, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Syria, and Iraq. 
The Joyful Gleaners Sunday School Class 
inaugurated the project and handled the 
fund. 
The Mt. Rock congregation held a 
Christian Family Growth Sunday on Nov. 
12. The purpose was to make homes more 
meaningful and give opportunity for 
questions. The entire Sunday school and 
worship periods were used. Special 
teachers were Miss Dorothy Morter of the 
local Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Mahlon Fry from theConoy congregation; 
Robert Barr from Messiah College; Rev. 
Lane Hostetter from Harrisburg and 
Edward Palmer. The pastor is Rev. Bruce 
Urey. 
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
The Llewellyn congregation held their 
30th anniversary service on Sunday, 
November 12. The church was filled for 
the occasion. Among those present were 
the three pastors who have served that 
congregation: Rev. Cyrus Landis, who 
started the work; Rev. Charles Melhorn, 
who was the second to pastor the work; 
and the present pastor, Rev. Larry Steffee. 
The Christ's Crusaders of the Maytown 
Church sponsored a musical program on 
Nov. 19 with young people from the 
congregation and also friends from outside 
participating. Following the musical part 
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of the program, the pastor, Rev. Earl 
Herr, read Ephesians 5:19. Everyone was 
asked to compose a psalm, a hymn, or a 
spiritual song. 
The Fellowship Chapel congregation 
reports evangelistic services held Nov. 12-
19 with Rev. Carl Stump as evangelist. 
Five persons were received into church 
membership and seven were baptized. On 
Thanksgiving Day, nearly 50 members and 
friends of the Chapel met for a fellowship 
dinner and service. Nine layettes have been 
given by the group to needy mothers 
during October and November. Rev. Alvin 
Book is the pastor. 
CANADIAN CONFERENCE 
The Ridgemount Church held a hymn 
sing on Sunday evening, Nov. 19. A 
baptismal service was also held at this time 
for two young couples. Another man 
accepted Christ in Pastor John Schock's 
study afterwards. 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
On Sunday evening, Nov. 12, the 
Ashland congregation held a special service 
to honor Ida Davis for twenty-six years of 
Bible instruction in the area schools. She 
was presented a silver engraved tray in 
recognition of her ministry. The pastor at 
Ashland is Rev. Kenneth Hoke. 
MIDWEST CONFERENCE 
On Sunday, Nov. 12, Don Pahl was 
installed as pastor of the Pleasant Hill 
congregation, Hamlin, Kan., by Bishop 
Don Shafer. The newly installed pastor's 
fiancee and parents were present, as well as 
several guests from Pennsylvania. Don is a 
student at Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, 
Neb. The congregation enjoyed a carry-in 
meal following the morning service. 
PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
The Labish Community congregation 
held a Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 26. 
Ladies of the Church and community 
cooperated in preparing the turkey dinner 
to which families of the community were 
invited. Eighty-eight persons enjoyed the 
meal. Rev. John Parker, Portland, 
Oregon, brought the evangelistic message 
preceding the dinner. Rev. W. Art Cooper 
is pastor at Labish. 
BIRTHS 
Blubaugh: Travis Wayne, born Nov. 22 
to Mr. and Mrs. Norman Blubaugh, An-
trim congregation, Pa. 
Byers: Troy David, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Preston Byers, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Conklin: Dawn Rebecca, born Nov. 11 
to Mr. and Mrs. George Conklin, Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Gates: Douglas William, born Nov. 15 
to Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Gates, Conoy 
congregation, Pa. 
Gayman: Terry Duane, born Nov. 8 to 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Clifford Gayman, 
Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Graybill: Andrew Stephen, born Nov. 4 
to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Graybill, Albe-
querque, New Mexico. The Graybills are 
former members of the Shenks congrega-
tion. 
Grube: James Robert, Jr., born Oct. 22 
to Mr. and Mrs. James Grube, Refton 
congregation, Pa. 
Hade: Shelby Marie, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Dennis Hade, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hoke: Bryan Olan, born Nov. 19 to 
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Hoke, Ashland 
congregation, Ohio. 
Horst: Brian Laverne, born Oct. 23 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Horst, Choma Secon-
dary School, Choma, Zambia. 
James: Tricia Louisa, born Oct. 8 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Fritz James, Fellowship 
Chapel congregation, New York. 
Myers: Lori Jean, born Nov. 15 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron Myers, Mowersville con-
gregation, Pa. 
Sangrey: Kevin Scott, born Oct. 15 to 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sangrey, Pequea con-
gregation, Pa. 
Sheffer: Helen Marie, born Oct. 30 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Sheffer, Stayner 
congregation, Ont. 
Wesner: Joel Michael, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Wesner, Elizabethtown con-
gregation, Pa. 
Winger: Shari Lynn, born Oct. 31 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Winger, Sudbury, Ont. 
Yoder: Gregory Matthew, born Oct. 27 
to Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Yoder. The 
Yoders are under MCC assignment in 
Java. 
Evangelical Visitor 
We confirm what has been a long-standing 
practice of sending a complimentary subscrip-
tion of the VISITOR for one year to all newly-
marrieds whose wedding is reported in the 
VISITOR. To do this we need the "at home" 
address of the couple with the announcement as 
sent in from the congregation. 
WEDDINGS 
Bomberger-Roush: Mary, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Roush, Duncannon, 
Pa., and Robert Karl Bomberger, 
Palmyra, Pa., July 22 in the Roseglen 
Church with Rev. Simon A. Lehman, Jr. 
officiating. 
Book-Knight: Martha Mae Knight and 
David Paul, son of Rev. and Mrs. Paul E. 
Book, Akron, Ohio, in the Grace Brethren 
Church, North Canton, Ohio with the 
father of the groom officiating. 
Crider-Smith: Judy, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Joseph Smith, Delhi, India, and 
Dana, son of Mr. and Mrs. Monroe 
Crider, Chambersburg, Pa., Aug. 26 in the 
Air Hill Church with the bride's father and 
the grandfather of the groom, Rev. Harvey 
Musser, officiating. 
Disher-Kirstein: Linda Lou, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kirstein, and Ron, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Oakley Disher, both 
of Wainfleet, Ont., Nov. 18 in the Wain-
fleet Church with Rev. Ronald Lofthouse 
officiating. 
Kauffman-VVeldon: Lynn, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Weldon, New 
Bloomfield, Pa., and Earl, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. Blain Kauffman, Bedford, Pa., June 
17 in the Roseglen Church with Rev. 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr. and the groom's 
father officiating. 
Kreider-Byers: Sue Ann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Byers, Lancaster, 
Pa., and Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin Kreider, Milford, Delaware, Sept. 
9 in the Lancaster Church with Rev. Keith 
Ulery officiating. 
Lee-Chin: Betty, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Han Y. Chin, Fellowship Chapel, 
Bronx, N. Y., and Jung Lee, Oct. 3 in the 
Bedford Park Congregational Church. 
McGlaughlin-Dick: Janice Elaine, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Dick, 
Jr., and Dale L., Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dale L. McGlaughlin, both of Fairfield, 
Pa., Nov. 4 in the Iron Springs Church 
with Rev. James Lesher and Rev. Amos 
Kipe officiating. 
Miller-Pritchard: Linda, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pritchard, Bradford, 
Ohio, and Dennis, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lester Miller, Pleasant Hill, Ohio, Nov. 3 
in the home of the groom with Rev. Glenn 
Hensel officiating. 
Nace-Lemmon: Donna Lee, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene C. Lemmon, and 
William, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rodger 
Nace, both of East Berlin, Pa., Nov. 19 in 
the Gettysburg Church of the Brethren 
with Rev. Marlin Shull officiating. 
Oberholser-Binkley: Vershendia Binkley 
and Fred Oberholser, Nov. 4 in the Mt. 
Pleasant Church with Rev. Harry Bert and 
Rev. Carl Eberly officiating. 
December 25,1972 
Peachy-Beale: Joann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Beale, Warfordsburg, 
Pa., and Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs. Noah 
H. Peachy, Belleville, Pa., Nov. 3 in the 
Big Valley Church with Rev. Lome Lichty 
officiating. 
Penick-Garman: Lynette Garman, 
daughter of Mr. John Garman, and Ray, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph W. Penick, 
both of Mechanicsburg, Pa., Nov. 18 in 
the Mechanicsburg Church with the Rev. 
Rupert Turman officiating. 
Perez-Rivera: Naomi, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Rivera, and Joseph, son of 
Mrs. Guadalupe Cruz, both of Bronx, N. 
Y., Nov. 25 in the Tremont Baptist 
Church, Bronx, N. Y. with Rev. Alvin J. 
Book officiating. 
Sollenberger-Witter: Miriam, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Roger N. Witter and 
Charles, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester 
Sollenberger, both of Chambersburg, Pa., 
Sept. 23 in the Air Hill Church with the 
bride's father and Bishop Henry Ginder 
officiating. 
Strine-Edgerton: Michell Edgerton, 
Mansfield, Ohio, and Joseph Strine, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Strine, Ashland, 
Ohio, Nov. 18 in the Ashland Church with 
Rev. Kenneth Hoke officiating. 
Tetter-Thrower: Sheila Gail, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Thrower and 
Alvin E. Ill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin 
Tetter II, both of Snover, Mich., Nov. 11 
in the Urban Gospel Center with Rev. 
David Wenger officiating. 
Weldon-Shunk: Laura Kay Shunk and 
Ernest William Weldon, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Russel Weldon, Duncannon, Pa., 
Nov. 4 in the Roseglen Church with Rev. 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr. officiating. 
Will iams-Trimmer: Sandra Lou, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Trimmer, East Berlin, Pa., and Ricky L., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Williams, York 
Springs, Pa., Nov. 3 in the Chestnut Grove 
Lutheran Church with Rev. Roy Musser 
officiating. 
Wohlsclagel-Minor: Carol, daughter of 
Vera Minor, and Owen, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Wohlsclagel, both of Wainfleet, 
Ont., Aug. 5 in the Wainfleet Church with 
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating. 
OBITUARIES 
Herr: Kathryn Herr, born June 13, 
1881, in Clarence Center, N. Y., died at 
the Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pa., on 
Nov. 9, 1972. She was the daughter of 
Andrew and Eliza Eshelman Herr. She is 
survived by a twin sister, Mary Wittlinger. 
Miss Herr moved to Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
in 1944 and, until the time of her death, 
was a member of the Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Messiah Home 
Chapel with Rev. Simon Lehman, Jr. and 
Rev. Rupert Turman officiating. Inter-
ment was in Clarence Center, N. Y. 
Hoffman: William P. Hoffman, born 
Jan. 13, 1906, died Nov. 18, 1972, in 
Greencastle, Pa. He is survived by his wife, 
Margaret; two sons, and three daughters. 
He was a member of the Antrim Brethren 
in Christ Church, Greencastle. The funeral 
service was held in the Antrim Church with 
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev. Roy 
Brake, Sr. officiating. Interment was in St. 
Thomas Cemetery. 
Hoke: Harvey W. Hoke, born April 30, 
1889, in Drake Co., Ohio, died Nov. 21, 
1972 in the Harrisburg General Hospital, 
Pa, having been a resident of Messiah 
Home for six months prior to his death. 
He was the son of Samuel H. Hoke. On 
Oct. 19, 1911, he was married to Elizabeth 
Brenaman who survives. He was preceded 
in death by a son, Paul. He is also survived 
by a sister, Mrs. Iva Fritz, eight foster 
grandchildren, and six foster great-grand-
children. He and Mrs. Hoke gave ten years 
of service at the Mount Carmel Home, 
near Morrison, Illinois. He was a member 
of the Highland Brethren in Christ 
Church, West Milton, Ohio, where he 
served faithfully as deacon. He also served 
at the denominational level on the Board 
of Benevolence, the Executive Board 
(1940-1957), and on the Board of Ad-
ministration (1957-1961). A Memorial ser-
vice was held in the Messiah Home Chapel 
with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev. 
Titus M. Books officiating and a second 
service in the Highland Church with his 
pastor, Lewis Cober and Rev. Carl Ulery 
officiating. Interment was in the Highland 
Cemetery. 
TRIBUTE 
Harvey W. Hoke 
I am moved to pay tribute to the 
work and memory of our brother Hoke. 
He was indeed a brother in the Lord, 
and a great servant of the church. He 
served with faithfulness and distinction 
in any office to which he was called. His 
kindness and consideration endeared 
him to the hearts of everyone. His 
advice was cherished both in the church 
and the community. 
On the general church level he served 
as a member of the General Executive 
Board for twenty years. 
His work as deacon in the local 
church was invaluable. His deep in-
terest in the spiritual welfare of the 
church is reflected in the establishment 
of the Memorial Holiness Camp 
Ground at West Milton, Ohio, where 
he donated the first land to get the 
Camp Meeting started. 
His memory and work will continue 
to bless the church and our world for 
years to come. May the Lord sustain 
Sister Hoke and the family in this 
bereavement. 
Sincerely, 
Charlie B. Byers 
Bishop, Atlantic Conference 
Moderator, General Conference 
of the 
Brethren in Christ Church 
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The Contemporary Scene 
Home Thoughts from Abroad 
\ A f I L L I A M SNYDER, executive secretary of 
Mennonite Central Committee, leaned back in his 
chair, gazed out the window and began reflecting on his 
recent administrative visit to Asia and the Middle East 
which he had made with Robert Miller, MCC Asia 
director. "I've been wanting to get some of my 'home 
thoughts from abroad,' to use Browning's expression, 
down on paper," he said. 
"What impressions are you left with?" I asked. 
"One strong impression I had was that we North 
Americans must rethink our attitudes toward nations and 
people on the other side of international issues from us. 
Bridges have to be built. For example, Americans must 
be concerned about Arabs in the Middle East as well as 
the Israelis. While in the Middle East I felt that we at 
home must try to establish stronger relationships to Arab 
Christians. Some of us have impressions that Arabs are 
an undeveloped, uncivilized people living in tents. The 
Western churches are not aware that wonderful Arab 
Christians exist in Egypt, for example. I felt, too, that 
there is not much openness to Arabs on the part of the 
general public at home. In part this is a communication 
problem since news of the Arab world is not given much 
prominence." 
"I understood you were in the Middle East in 
September when the Arab terrorists took the lives of 
some Israeli Olympic team members," I said. "How do 
you feel about the Arab response to the situation?" 
"The day after the Olympic disaster Bob Miller and I 
were in Amman. On the radio King Hussein firmly dis-
avowed the terrorists' deed and expressed sympathy to 
the sorrowing Israeli families. It was one of the most 
moving speeches I've ever heard. When I came home I 
found nothing in American papers about that speech. 
The American people should be responsive to the spirit 
that King Hussein demonstrated. We've got to get the 
bridge built." 
"Speaking of building bridges, do you see a similar 
need for us to be open to the North Vietnamese people?" 
"Yes. We in North America must try to reach the 
North Vietnamese people, the so-called 'enemies' of the 
United States. MCC workers to whom I talked in 
Vietnam feel we shouldn't make any distinction between 
helping those in the North and in the South. One MCCer 
told me, 'I would like to stay in Vietnam in case of a 
cease-fire. I'm ready to work in the North as soon as we 
can.' We should support such outgoing hope and 
goodwill toward "the other side." 
"How do you feel Canadians and United States 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ can help bridge gaps 
between various nations and between the rich and the 
poor?" 
"I think that the Canadian and United States churches 
have the spiritual resources to make a much greater 
effort in sharing our talents, skills and money with the 
village people in the world. I sensed the urgency of the 
need for us to do a lot more creative things than we are. 
The economic gap between us is widening. North 
Americans are moving ahead rapidly while the majority 
of Asians are not." 
"As a rich American, how did you feel traveling 
through the Third World?" 
"I was and am concerned that the national image of 
America abroad is that we care more about strategic 
military things than we do about people, and thus appear 
to be very hard-nosed. 
"I also felt gratitude that Canadians and United States 
personnel are cooperating in MCC work. As an inter-
national agency we're not tied to any one government's 
policy and can be more objective about political things. 
The Canadian-United States mix is helpful in keeping 
MCC's values clear and it opens doors of entry to fellow-
ship with people of many nationalities. 
"In Vietnam, the Middle East, Bangladesh and India, 
I was especially glad to find a vital Christian church 
responding to people along 'Jericho roads' — where 
some are robbed, some beaten. I feel that the Christian 
continued on page two 
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